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OUR MISSION:
To train the minds and improve the hearts of young
people through a rigorous,
content-rich classical curriculum in the liberal arts and
sciences, one that produces
thoughtful leaders and virtuous citizens.

UPCOMING DATES
November 11
No School (Veteran’s Day)
November 25-27
No School
(Thanksgiving Break)
December 17

Phillip Schwenk | Principal | pschwenk@nocacademy.org
Michael Kelleher | Dean of Students | mkelleher@nocacademy.org

Coffee with our Principal

Picture Retake Day

Join Mr. Schwenk on Zoom on Friday, November 20 from 8:15 a.m. to
9:00 a.m. for an informal chat.
Please, contact the office
(info@nocacademy.org) for the login
information.

Students who missed Picture Day or would
like to have their picture taken again will have
the opportunity to do so on Wednesday, December 2.

NOCA Receives ODE Grant
We are thrilled to have received a
$250,000 grant from the Ohio Department of Education. This money is
designated for start-up costs of our
school and has already been put to
work purchasing new desks, curriculum, and other building equipment
and furniture.

End of 2nd Quarter/Semester 1

Opera on Wheels Goes Virtual

December 18– January 6
No School
(Winter Break)

This month, K-8 NOCA students will
see a to be scheduled virtual performance of the opera Cinderella.

Upcoming PTO dates:
❐ November 10– 6:30 PTO Meeting
Redemption Church, Monclova
❐ Poinsettia Fundraiser—October 30
to November 12. Pick-up is De-

PTO Board

NocaPTO@yahoo.com
President | Anna Pagal
Vice | Patrick Pagal
Secretary | Janelle Schaller
Treasurer | Jamey Koralewski
Vices | Erin Mathias, Melanie Woolwine

NOCA Represented at DeVos Event

I WILL LEARN
THE TRUE
I WILL DO
THE GOOD
I WILL LOVE
THE BEAUTIFUL

Three NOCA students were welcomed by Hillsdale College to join six other BCSI students in a
recitation of the introduction to the Declaration
of Independence during an evening with Secretary of Education, Betsy DeVos. The event began with a roundtable discussion with Secretary
DeVos, Hillsdale College faculty, and college
students focusing on Classical Education. The
evening continued with a dinner and remarks
from Secretary DeVos.
"Children are not a distraction from more important work,
They are the most important work."
C.S. Lewis

Virtue of the month
Each month we focus on a virtue and
reward students for exemplifying that
behavior pattern. In November, we
will continue to focus on Friendship as
our focused virtue. We will discuss
being kind and generous and learning
how to get along well with others.
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Latin + Math
Cheryl Lowe
Many who are attracted to the idea of a classical education don’t know exactly why, nor do
they understand the necessity for Latin, or at least so much of it. A little bit of Latin is a good thing, but
every year? Spinach is a good thing, but every day?
I think five decades of fads and experiments have made parents wary, and when they hear about classical
education, they think, “Yes, that’s what I want.” Part of the appeal of classical education is simply the
word “classical.”
Classical is a word that has interesting associations: something that has withstood the test of time, the
best, something with form, structure, and beauty, like a symphony or classical architecture. When put this
way, all parents want a classical education; they want the best, the education that is time-tested, the education that has form and structure, discipline, and beauty. It sounds good to parents who are tired of the
latest innovations that never seem to work.
But what is classical education? To be accurate, and we must be, we will use the historical meaning. This
understanding of classical education can certainly be updated, but it cannot be radically changed. In classical education, the primary focus of language study is a classical language, and the primary focus
of history is the classical civilizations of Greece and Rome. There are two and only two classical languages—Latin and Greek— and I will confine my comments to Latin.

Why study old dead languages and civilizations? First of all, Latin is not dead. It is still read by millions
of people in every nation, and most of the classics in Latin are still in print, and many new books, such as
How the Grinch Stole Christmas and Winnie the Pooh, have been translated into Latin. There are many
dead and dying languages in this world, but there are no more influential languages in history than Latin
and Greek. It is true that they are not used for everyday conversation, but it is completely false to characterize Latin and Greek as dead languages. They are not dead—they are truly immortal.
Yes, Latin helps with SAT scores. It does make learning a modern language easier. True, Latin is abundant in the technical vocabularies of the soft and hard sciences and law. A student of Latin should also
gain a firmer grasp on English vocabulary by recognizing that all the big words come from Latin. While
these benefits are impressive, they are minor compared to the real value of Latin. There are more important objectives that Latin achieves better than any other subject: The first is mental development, and
the second is English language skills.
Latin develops the intellectual powers of the mind as no other subject can. Think of physical fitness, a student who is an athlete versus one who is a couch potato. The mind can be developed like the body. How
does Latin do it? The best way to understand the power of Latin is to consider something you
are probably familiar with—math.
Math is systematic, organized, orderly, logical, and cumulative. In a cumulative study, each skill builds
upon the previous one, nothing can be forgotten, everything must be remembered. All knowledge and
skills are interrelated. The student continues to build a tower of learning block by block, until he has
reached a very high level of skills and knowledge.
Math begins with memorization, computation, fractions, decimals, percents, word problems, and proceeds
to problem solving, algebra, geometry, trigonometry, and calculus. Math is hard because it builds so relentlessly year after year through every year of the child’s education. Any skill not mastered one year will

make work difficult the next year. It is unforgiving. It has to be overlearned. That is why few students
reach a high level in math. They reach a glass ceiling because the cumulative nature of the subject catches
up with them. Eventually they are in over their heads and quit.
How does math develop the intellectual powers of the mind? Math forms the mind of the student to accuracy, logical thinking, and problem solving. It is formation, not information. Math truly educates, transforms,
and changes the mind of the student to become like math—orderly, logical, accurate, organized. The true
purpose of education and all of the subjects we study in school is to develop, shape, and transform the
mind and character of the student. The nature of the subject transfers its character to the student’s mind.
What is special about math? Math is a language, and a language is not really a subject. It is something
much more basic and fundamental than a subject. Astronomy is a subject. The Civil War is a subject. Science, history, literature, government, and sociology are subjects. Subjects are by nature topical. Yes, there
are basics to any subject, and, ideally, they are taught in as cumulative a way as possible. If a student doesn’t do well in world history one year, however, he can pick up and do fine the next year in American history. If he zones out during the cell structure, he can wake up and knock off an “A” in the classification system of plants. If he doesn’t get Hamlet, he can tune in for Macbeth. Subjects are not as demanding as languages and, thus, will not produce the same caliber student.
What do we have on the language side of the curriculum that is comparable to and that balances the rigorous, challenging, cumulative, formative study of math? Without Latin, the answer is “Nothing.”
Math is important, but it is secondary to language skills. In fact, math is dependent upon language skills.
The math teacher teaches the concepts in words, and the mathematical symbols are used in place of words
so they can be easily manipulated on paper. A truly educated person can be pretty lousy at math, because
language skills are still the measure of the educated person, one who can speak and write with clarity and
has power over his native language, English.
Latin provides the missing component in modern education, the systematic language training comparable
to and balancing the mathematics side of the curriculum. Almost everything I said about math, you could
have substituted Latin for, but not English, science, history, nor French.

